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to celebrate the prospects of friendship. Sofia news-
papers began to explore the possibilities of alliance.
King Alexander decided to made a state -visit to the
Bulgarian capital in September, 1943.

Bulgaria was excited. When, on i2th July, Georgief
engaged the Royal Cinema Theatre in Sofia for a popular
meeting to review Bulgaria's position there was scant
room for the masses who wished to hear him. He gave
orders that all citizens possessing radios must place
them, on the window-sills of their houses and set them
going at full blast so that all the people in the streets
might hear his speech. The whole of Sofia barked with
the voice of Kimon Georgief, "Folk/3 said he, "I
now turn one of the most sombre and scandalous pages
of our recent past. Recall how certain persons and
groups of men have raised themselves above the law
of the land! In extensive regions of Bulgaria the
authority of the state was no more than a fiction. We
have emerged from an era when foreign policy which
ought to be conducted exclusively by the government
was dependent upon frontier incidents. There were
times when these incidents endangered the security of
Bulgaria. . . . Recall the dead lying in the streets of
Sofia and of provincial cities, the outrages with machine
guns and infernal machines! Veritable battles took
place in the very centre of the capital, some few hundred
yards from the Parliament House and in front of the
gates of the royal palace. Bulgarian citizens were kid-
napped from the capital and the government was power-
less to obtain their release. . . . This lamentable state
of affairs necessitated the decree contained in paragraph
14 of the manifesto of the i9th May, in applying which
the government undertook the re-establishment of the
sovereignty of the state in the entire territory of this
realm by dissolving the Macedonian Revolutionary
Committee. The Ministry of the Interior seized the
arms of this organization and the figures of the weapons
thus seized provoked general astonishment. The figures